HISTORICAL  EPOCHS   ACCORDING  TO  MARX
of class struggles ", and Cunow says in comment upon
this sentence, " that until now class struggles have played
the most important part in social evolution and that all
political life bears the stamp of it "* which is putting
it in a less exclusive manner ; yet in the French transla-
tion the wording is as follows, " L'histoire de toute societe
jusqu'a nos jours n'a ete que Thistoire des luttes de
classe ", that is, " has been nothing but the history of
class struggles ". It is this idea which has been gener-
ally accepted and which we find expressed everywhere
in Marxist historiography.
However great the importance of class struggles may
have been, their influence was by no means the only one
that shaped society, and it cannot even be said that they
are the most important fact in history, unless seen from
a class standpoint. He who studies history with an
unbiased mind, will find that wars between nations
certainly played no less a part. We may even say that,
as a rule, they were more frequent, more violent, caused
much more bloodshed and were certainly more effective
in deciding the fate and the development of the peoples
of the earth than domestic struggles- The farther back
we trace the history of mankind, to times in which there
was no uniform civilisation, when men were much more
divided than they are to-day, and the difference between
them much more accentuated, in those times each tribe,
each nation, each town was the other's declared enemy,
and they stood over against each other in serried ranks.
Even in our time, the national feeling, the consciousness
of belonging to the same country, proves in foreign wars,
with very few exceptions, to be stronger than all class
differences. All through history ruling classes and
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